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RE: Comments to Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Aviation Maintenance Technician 

Schools; Docket No. FAA-2015-3901; RIN 2120-AK48 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The undersigned organizations respectfully submit these comments in response to the 
notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) for Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 
part 147, the regulation governing the operation of FAA-certificated aviation 
maintenance technician schools (AMTS). 
 
While the proposal includes several beneficial changes, there is considerable room for 
improvement. Industry desperately needs competency-based guidelines that allow 
institutions to design programs that match industry and safety needs. The proposal 
does not provide such a framework; rather, it maintains directives from the current rule 
that fly in the face of a competency-based system. 
 
Mandating teaching times, dictating passing norms, requiring government approval to 
teach beyond set levels of instruction, imposing student/teacher ratios, demanding 
approval of instructor rosters, and requiring rigid adherence to static curriculum topics 
are not hallmarks of a modern, competency-based system. These requirements in the 
current part 147 – old and inadequate as they are – have led to waste and increased 
costs for the AMTS community and industry. 
 
Put simply, the proposal would impose 20th century educational practices on a 21st 
century industry. It maintains its predecessor’s antiquated concern with the time a 
student spends in a classroom seat rather than focusing on the skills he or she actually 
gains. A competency-based standard, free of defined schedules and specific hour 
requirements, will allow industry to transition away from seat time in favor of a structure 
that creates flexibility and allows students to progress as they demonstrate mastery of 
subject matter, regardless of time, place, or pace of learning. 
 
Fixing 147 is an industry imperative. Handicapping our schools burdens both graduates 
and employers – imposing costs on the entire aviation community. Industry cannot 
afford another fifty years of governance by an outdated and static rule. Give us the 
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flexible and dynamic rule needed to ensure we can educate the future workforce by the 
best means necessary. 
 
We look forward to working with the agency under new guidelines that will support 
aviation maintenance technician education for years to come. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Crystal Maguire 
Vice President Operations 
Aeronautical Repair Station Association 
121 North Henry Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2903 
(703) 739-9543 
crystal.maguire@arsa.org 
 

Ken MacTiernan 
Vice President 
Aerospace Maintenance Council 
12626 Carmel Country Road  
Unit 94 
San Diego, CA 92130-2173 
(619) 395-6681 
jetdoctor69@gmail.com 
 

Ric Peri 
Vice President, Government and Industry 
Affairs 
Aircraft Electronics Association 
601 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Suite 900, South Building 
Washington, DC 20004-3647 
(202) 589-1144 
ricp@aea.net 
 

Louie Key 
National Director 
Aircraft Mechanic Fraternal Association 
14001 E. Iliff Ave., Suite 217 
Aurora, CO 80014 
(720) 744-6628 
Louie.Key@amfanatl.org 

David Oord 
Vice President, Regulatory Affairs 
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association 
50 F Street, NW, Suite 750 
Washington, DC 20001-1578 
(202) 609-9719  
david.oord@aopa.org 
 

Robert L. Ireland 
Managing Director, Engineering & 
Maintenance 
Airlines for America 
1301 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Suite 1100 
Washington, DC 20004-1738 
(202) 626-4228 
rireland@airlines.org 
 

mailto:Louie.Key@amfanatl.org


Docket Operations  
February 1, 2016  
Page 2 of 2 
  
Re:  Comments to Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Aviation Maintenance Technician 

Schools; Docket No. FAA-2015-3901; RIN 2120-AK48 
 
Michele Dickstein 
President 
Aviation Suppliers Association 
2233 Wisconsin Avenue, NW  
Suite 503  
Washington, DC 20007-4104 
(202) 347-6896 
michele@aviationsuppliers.org 
 

Ryan Goertzen 
President 
Aviation Technician Education Council 
117 North Henry Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2903 
(703) 548-2030 
Ryan.Goertzen@spartan.edu 
 

Jason Dickstein 
President  
Modification and Replacement Parts 
Association 
2233 Wisconsin Avenue, NW  
Suite 503  
Washington, DC 20007-4104 
(202) 628-6777 
jason@washingtonaviation.com 
 

George Paul 
Director of Technical Services 
National Air Carrier Association 
1000 Wilson Boulevard 
Suite 1700 
Arlington, VA 22209-3928 
(703) 358-8063 
gpaul@naca.cc 

John McGraw 
Director of Regulatory Affairs 
National Air Transportation Association 
818 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20006 
(703) 757-2049 
jmcgraw@nata.aero 
 

John Goglia 
Former Member 
National Transportation Safety Board 
73 Auburn Street 
Saugus, MA 01906-2301 
(703) 597-4502 
gogliaj@gmail.com 

Jennifer Sunderman 
Director, Operations, Safety & Technical 
Services 
Regional Airline Association 
2025 M Street, NW 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036-2422 
(202) 367-1212 
sunderman@raa.org 
 

Suzanne Kearns 
President 
University Aviation Association 
3410 Skyway Drive 
Auburn, AL 36830-6444 
(334) 844-2434 
skearns4@uwo.ca 

 


